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straining every exertion to effect their object. Every cannon that echoed from the line was perhaps the signal of their approach and the commencement of indescribable horrors.
"But those feelings had subsided; the painful scenes, which had lasted so long, were gone. The tender female, relieved from the anguish of danger and suspense, no longer trembled for her safety and her honor; a new order of things had arisen; joy sparkled in every countenance, while scarcely a widow or orphan was seen to cloud the general transport. The Commanding General, under whose banners everything had been achieved, deliberate, cool, and sparing of the lives of the brave defenders of their country, had dispelled the storm which had so long threatened to involve the ruin of thousands, and was now returning safe and unhurt, with those who had with him maintained the 'contest. His approach was hailed with acclamations; it was not the kind of applause which, resulting from fear, is sometimes extended by the subject to some conqueror or tyrant returning in triumph, but that which was extended by citizens to a citizen, springing from affection, and founded in the honest sincerity of the heart. All greeted his return and hailed him as their deliverer.
"But amidst the expressions of thanks and honors and congratulations heaped upon him, he was not unmindful that to an energy above his own and to a wisdom which controls the destiny of nations he was indebted for the glorious triumph of his arms. Relieved from the arduous duties of the field, his first concern was to draw the minds of all in thankfulness and adoration to that sovereign mercy, without whose aid and inspiring counsel vain are all earthly efforts. The 2$d having been appointed a day of prayer and thanksgiving for the happy deliverance effected by our arms, he repaired to the Cathedral. The church and altar were splendidly adorned, and more than could obtain admission had crowded to witness the ceremony. A grateful recollection of his exertions to save the country was cherished by all; nor did the solemnity of the occasion, even here, restrain a manifestation of their regard or induce them to withhold the honor so nobly earned. Children, robed in white and representing the differentour ranks,reatened attack dwindled into a demonstration which served our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
